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plete Encyclopaedia of Persian place-names comprising
574 large pages. One welcome feature of this book is that
the author prefixes a long list of the authorities and books
of which he made use in his compilation. This includes a
number of European (including ancient Greek) works.

These Persian lithographed books, notwithstanding their
shortcomings, are, as a rule, pleasant to handle, well written,
well bound, and printed on good paper. Some of them, like
the Khatt u Khattdtdn (" Calligraphy and Calligraphists ")
of Mfrzd-yi-Sangldkh, and the excellent edition of the
Mathnawi with Concordance of Verses {Kashfitl-Abydf)
associated with the name of 'AM'u'd-Dawla, are really
beautiful books, while almost all are far superior to the
Indian lithographs. They are, however, hard to obtain in
Europe, and indeed anywhere outside Tihran, Tabrfz and
perhaps Isfahan. Even the British Museum collection is
very far from complete, while my own collection, originally
formed by purchase in Persia1, owes much to the fact that
I -wks able to add to it a number of volumes from two very
notable Persian libraries, those of the late M. Charles Schefer
and of the late Sir A. Houtum-Schindler. As has been
already said, few greater services could be rendered to
Persian scholarship than the proper cataloguing and de-
scribing of these lithographs, and the devising of means to
place them on the European book-market Since litho-
graphy can be carried on with simple apparatus and with-
out any great technical skill or outlay of money, it is often
practised by comparatively poor scholars and bibliophiles,
who print very small editions which are soon exhausted, so
that many books of this class rank rather with manuscripts
than with printed books in rarity and desirability2.

1  Fora list of the books I bought in Persia in the autumn of 1888,
see my Year amongst the Persians^ pp. 554-7.

2  Compare p. 551 of the book mentioned in the preceding footnote.